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MISSION’S ANNUAL HOMECOMING WEEKEND
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 7:30-10:00AM

$6 adults - $3 Children 12& under

& THRIFT SHOP YARD SALE 8AM – 1PM

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH, 2011
Tables are available to rent for the Yard Sale for $20.00 – see Sandy Daniels at the Thrift Shop or Contact Jen Petersen at the church office (978) 372-3463.  The Missions Committee needs assistance with this dual event – if you are able to help out for an hour or two – please contact Bethany Balford @ (978) 372-7623 or bethanybalford@comcast.net or Jen Petersen at the church office (978) 372-3463.
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Join us for worship Sunday, September 11th ~ Homecoming Sunday.  Sunday School classes will resume that day and Nursery Services will be provided.  There will be a Brunch following worship in Fellowship Hall. 
From the Deacon’s Bench 
As I sit here writing this article on a hot muggy August day, it’s hard to believe that summer is rapidly coming to a close and cooler weather is on the way.

Church leaders are busy planning for the Homecoming Celebrations, New Church Directory Photographic Sessions, the Snowflake Fair, and Sunday School Curriculums and for all the other activities that our fall restart brings.

We have all been somewhat lax during the summer hiatus, thinking more about relaxation and traveling than about our church responsibilities.  It is healthy for all of us to have recharged our batteries during this time so that we can be ready for a busy and productive church program.

It is good and appropriate, at this time, that we take a deep breath and prepare ourselves spiritually for this congregational renewal and revitalization that occurs in the fall. 
Prayer is a vital part of preparing ourselves for this busy time and for reestablishing our link with God.  Prayer will also help put you in the proper frame of mind to do the work that Jesus has left to us.

Hopefully the following prayer will help you restart or reinvigorate your personal prayer life and set you on the right path.  This is from Everyday Prayers for Men from Dimensions for Living but it is just as appropriate for women.

For Carrying on Christ’s Work

O, Christ of the loving heart, who felt tenderness and compassion for all people, inspire me to feel the same, I pray. I do not have your power to heal and restore, but your Spirit lives within me. Smile through my face, speak through my voice, use me to help the sick and suffering, the discour​aged and lonely. I want to carry on your work. amen.
John Statom 

Healing Service
On Sunday evening, September 25th at 7 PM a healing service will be held in our sanctuary, open to all in the community.  The service will consist of prayers, hymns, readings from Scripture, and anointing for those who wish.  Save the date to come and pray for healing for ourselves and others.
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The senior choir will begin rehearsals for the upcoming season on Wednesday evening, August 31st at 7:30 PM in fellowship hall.  The senior choir is open to anyone in the 8th grade and older.  You do not need to know how to read music to sing with the choir...we all help each other out in learning our parts, and have a lot of fun at the same time!  If you are not sure about what it would be like, come and try it out for a couple of weeks.  Feel free to talk to Kathleen Tucker Gustafson or Linda Paulet with any questions.
KIDS!!  Consider becoming a member of one of the children’s choirs!

Kids grades 3 and up please join us for an OPEN HOUSE on Wednesday, August 31, 2011 6:30 – 7:15pm in Fellowship Hall. There will be Games, Refreshments, Music and Fun! Junior Choir will meet weekly on Wednesdays from 6:30 –7:15pm and sing in church approximately once a month. No prior experience is necessary. 

Kids ages 3 to Grade 2 Please join us for an OPEN HOUSE on Sunday, September 11, 2011 9:20 – 9:50 am in Memorial Hall. Sunshine Choir will meet weekly on Sundays from 9:20 – 9:50am and sing in church approximately once a month. The Choir is a no cost activity with minimal time commitment.  No prior experience is necessary.

To express interest or recommend a friend, please contact Sandy Keene at 978-372-4654 or email keenehome@comcast.net. We hope you will consider joining in on the fun and great music!  

From the Pastor’s Desk..

Belonging Keeps Coals of Faith Glowing

It happened one winter day that a noted member of a small village announced that he was leaving the church and that he was no longer going to support the church. The Deacons of the congregation pleaded with the Pastor to try to dissuade the man from abandoning his church. 


The Pastor visited the disgruntled man and knocked on the door and asked, “May I take a few minutes of your time?” A bit embarrassed, thinking the Pastor would scold him, the man responded, “Certainly, but I am a very busy man.” The Pastor did not rebuke him. He simply sat next to the hearth, which was aglow.


The Pastor did not say a word. He merely picked up the poker and moved a hot coal away from the others. Both men watched as the coal cooled off. It started out bright red, but eventually lost its brilliance until, finally, it sat alone, cold and dark. When the coal had lost its final spark, the Pastor stood up and left without a word. 


Before long, the gentleman understood the subtle message. He realized it was an allegory. It was he who was the hot coal which was set aside, slowly losing his radiance. It was he who was going to fade away and die, at least spiritually. His only choice was to return to the other coals, to his many friends at church, where he could be nurtured and sustained by their kinship and love.


Regardless of our faith, this parable should speak to us all. There is often the temptation to separate from one’s church. Yet in reality, despite any differences that we might have with our church, if we approach our house of worship positively and constructively, it can be a tremendous source for our spiritual nourishment.


As a member of the clergy, many are the times when I am called about the death of a loved one. I do my best to comfort the bereaved, and I have seen the difference between mourners who are members of a faith community and mourners who are unaffiliated. 


Those who are members of a faith community have an almost instant circle of support, people who console and strengthen them at a critical and painful juncture. They take solace in knowing that even at a time when they feel profound loneliness, they are not alone. On the other hand, those who are unchurched do not benefit from the kinship of a community of faith. Their sense of solitude can go unchecked. 


Whatever our faith, there is immeasurable benefit to be derived from belonging. Our joys are magnified and our pain dulled when there are others to hold our hand and share love with us. Our religious conviction is strengthened as our relationship with our faith community becomes both vertical and horizontal. We come closer to God, who loves us, while, at the same time, we share fellowship, solace and delight with friends who brighten our lives.


Homecoming Sunday is September 11th.  Open your heart to the people around you, as they will you. During these days, let us view ourselves as coals, longing to gain strength, warmth and comfort among others. 


Wishing you grace, mercy, peace and love.

Shalom

Pastor Lance

Perry Park Preschool starts on September 12th! There’s still time to enroll your 3 or 4 year old child.  Call Marie McCall at 978-374-6678 for more information or to set up an appointment.
Stewardship Moment – In Need of Steps

I need to work on my house and yes I have put off the work until there is good weather and of course once the good weather arrives I am distracted by other ideas of what to do in this good weather. The front steps need work as it seems every year about this time they begin to show their age and condition of wear. I end up replacing some of them and priming and repainting others. As I start on this work I realize that this work is very similar to our stewardship pledges that support our church’s missions and ministry. Yes you need the steps and you need all of them and not just a few. I cannot imagine supporting Christ’s message and missing a few dedicated and important steps either, all are necessary to continue our journey doing his work.

Mark G. Szarek

Cooler days are coming and soon we will be thinking snowflakes!  It is time to mark your calendar for the first Snowflakes at GCC - The Snowflake Fair is planned for November 11 & 12.  Come and enjoy the fellowship, the food and shop early for Christmas treasures. 
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New Church Directory
As indicated in the last Bell we will be putting together a new church directory.  The current view of the schedule is as follows:

· A signup table will be setup each Sunday starting on September 4th.   Jen Petersen will be maintaining the overall schedule to insure that there won’t be any confusion.  You may also call her at the church office to schedule your appointment.

· The photography sessions will be as listed below:

· Monday, October 17th from 2:00-9:20 PM

· Tuesday, October 18th from 2:00-9:20 PM

· Friday, October 28th from 2:00-9:20 PM

· Saturday, October 29th from 9:30 AM-5:10 PM

There will be space in the new directory for two pages worth of events. So start looking in your photo files of the past three years for interesting or important church events.  Please provide these to the church office.

There will be also a special space made available for pictures of those who are away due to military service commitments.  There will also be an updatable directory link from our own Groveland Church website that the church secretary will be able to access on a no cost basis. 

To make this a success volunteers will be needed to man signup tables on Sundays, sign in tables during the photo sessions and to make phone calls to those who have not signed up and reminder calls for those who have scheduled a sitting.  If you are interested please contact Directory coordinators Renae Vater, John Statom or the church office.

~Board of Deacons 
Christian Education News: 
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If you haven't helped out in Sunday School recently perhaps you've forgotten how fulfilling and fun it can be to work with children. Experiencing Bible stories and activities with children can give you a new perspective on your faith. It also benefits the children, allowing them to connect with adults in the congregation. Last year the Board of Christian Education introduced a new Sunday School program, Come Join the Circle, that facilitates the connection between adults and children. Instead of having one or two teachers for the school year the children work with a new group of adult volunteers every four weeks. 
The new program was a success thanks to a core group of volunteers. Continued success requires reaching out beyond this core group to others in the congregation. The program does not require a big commitment of time, most units are only four weeks long and substitutes are available if you have a conflict. 
Sunday School classes begin Sept 11. Our first unit is "A New Covenant" and runs for 4 weeks from Sept. 11 to October 5. Our second unit "David, the Shepherd" runs for 4 weeks from Oct. 16-Nov. 6.
How can you help? The volunteer opportunities are listed below with brief descriptions:
-Shepherd-Supervises the same group of children (i.e. preschool/K, 1st/2nd or 3rd/4th) each week for the whole unit. No prep involved.
-Workshop leader-For each week of the unit you will teach a different age group. Workshop leaders have 8 different workshops they can choose from including "Fun and Games", "Making Music" and "Food and People". The leader's guide for the workshop you choose offers different activities for each grade level, you pick the ones that interest you. Some prep time involved. 
-Substitute leader or Shepherd-Available to fill in as needed. Usually there is plenty of advance notice.
-Floater-Arrives at church early to help with set up and assist teachers as needed. Greets students and teachers as they are dismissed from the sanctuary. Checks on classrooms and is available to help as need during Sunday School time. Unlike shepherds or workshop leaders floaters do not volunteer for a whole four week unit instead they just commit to one or two Sundays per unit.
-7th/8th Teacher-If you feel more comfortable working with older kids we are also in need of teachers for the 7th/8th grade class. Although this class uses a different curriculum it follow the same schedule as the younger children so you're only committing to teach for 4 weeks.
Please keep our Sunday School growing by volunteering to help. Contact Kim Mosley kim.mosley@comcast.net or 978-363-5702 for more info or to volunteer.

　Adult Formation                                                                                                     Adult Christian Education Opportunities

Pastor Dallaire is offering two {2} Adult Formation (i.e. Adult Christian Education) opportunities this fall. The first is a discussion group on The Shack. This was offered last year and many were interested but were unable to attend. The second opportunity is Verily, Verily: The KJV- 400 years of Influence and Beauty. Each offering will meet for two sessions; day of the week, time and location will be determined. If you are interested, please speak to Pastor Dallaire. 
Our financial picture as of July 31, 2011

PLEDGED INCOME:  $78,021.02
COLLECTED PLEDGES:  $75,367.00
OUTSTANDING PLEDGES:  -$2,654.02

TOTAL INCOME:  $ 139,919.27

TOTAL EXPENDITURES:  $129,676.42
CASH ON HAND:  $10,242.85
	Pray for one another…
Asa Beckwith Sr.  

Tom, Lisa and Megan Ackerman

Tom Collins (Holden’s son in law)

Gordon Driscoll 
Tressa (Terri) Callaghan 

Donna Torvi (Aline’s friend)
Ernest Gilford
Martha Lee Savage
Layla Weeks


	Seth Dallaire

Brenda Cross

Cindy Senical (Bradley’s daughter)
Dexter Murray and family

Deb Cohen (friend of Lisa Pratt)

Edna Dodge (Nancy Fitzgerald’s mother)
Family and friends of Kevin Woodman

Helen Phinney (Nancy’s Brewer’s friend)

Roberta Takesian

Bob Kent


The Missions Committee recently voted to send financial support through the United Church of Christ to the East African nations of Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya.  This region is in the midst of a severe drought with 10 million people in danger of starving.  If you would like to help, go to   http://www.ucc.org/disaster/east-africa-drought-famine.html and make a donation. 

Looking ahead…Our next Taizé Service will be held on October 30, 2011 at & PM in the sanctuary. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make VBS the success it was this summer!!! The kids had a great time as always!
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THE BELL is published on the last we of the month. 


Deadline for the next issue is Wednesday September 15th, 2011
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